
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HOWICK 
44816 Harriston Road, RR 1, Gorrie ON N0G 1X0
Tel: 519-335-3208     Fax: 519-335-6208      
Email: clerk@howick.ca   Website: www.howick.ca 

Howick: a strong, independent, healthy, rural community. Proud to be different. 

March 23, 2023 

Tracy Robinson, CN Rail President and CEO 
Montreal (Headquarters) 
935 de La Gauchetiere Street West 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
H3B 2M9 

Dear Tracy Robinson: 

RE: Support for CN Railway Contribution Requirements under the Drainage Act and Impacts on 
Municipal Drain Infrastructure in Ontario 

Please be advised that at their meeting held on March 21, 2023, the Council of the Township of 
Howick passed the following resolution: 

Resolution No. 93-23 
Moved by: Councillor Hargrave 
Seconded by: Councillor Grimes 

That Council of the Township of Howick support and endorse the Township of Warwick resolution, dated 
November 16, 2022; and 

That Council of the Township of Howick requests that CN Rail: 

1. be called upon to act as a partner to municipalities and agriculture in Ontario and reconsider its position
that the Drainage Act does not apply to it as a public entity and

2. That CN Rail contribute to all municipal drains in Ontario, as per section 26 of the Drainage Act, and
work to expedite its response timelines to the fifty-five projects currently on hold in Ontario so that the
projects impacting the agricultural sector can proceed and be dealt with in a timely manner after years of
delay cause directly by CN Rail;

And Further that this resolution be circulated to Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs/Huron-
Bruce MPP Lisa Thompson, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Good Marie-Claude Bibeau, CN Manager of 
Public Affairs, Ontario & Atlantic Canada Daniel Salvatore, the President and CEO of CN Rail Tracey 
Robinson, Director of Government Relations, Railway Association of Canada Gregory Kolz and to all 
municipalities in Ontario for their support. 

Attached is a copy of the Township of Warwick resolution for your reference. If you require any additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

Sincerely, 

mailto:clerk@howick.ca
http://www.howick.ca/


Caitlin Gillis 
Clerk-Administrator 
Township of Howick 
clerk@howick.ca  
519-335-3208 Ext. 2

Cc: Hon. Lisa Thompson, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 
Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Daniel Salvatore, CN Manager Public Affairs, Ontario & Atlantic Canada 
Cyrus Report, CN Vice President, Public, Government and Regulatory Affairs 
Jonathan Abecassis, CN Media Relations & Public Affairs 
Gregory Holz, Director of Government Relations, Railway Association of Canada 
All Ontario municipalities 
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