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Monday, March 13, 2023

WOWC Supports Huron County’s Call for Cannabis Act Review

At the regular meeting of the Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus held on March 10, 2023, the
following resolution was passed:

Moved by R. Ehgoetz, seconded by K. Marriott:

THAT the Huron County resolution, re Call to Action - Cannabis Act Review, be supported.”
CARRIED

The Huron County Warden’s letter is attached for your reference.
Sincerely,

Hlon 77 ¢ 22

Glen McNeil
Chair, Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus
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OFFICE OF THE WARDEN
Corporation of the County of Huron
1 Courthouse Square

Goderich, Ontario N7A 1M2
www.HuronCounty.ca

Phone: 519.524.8394

Toll Free: 1.888.524.8394

February 1, 2023

Sent via email.

Re: Call to Action: Review of the Cannabis Act

Please note that on February 1, 2023 Huron County Council passed the following
motion:

Moved by: Councillor G. Finch and Seconded by: Councillor M. Anderson
THAT:
The Council of the County of Huron approve the report by CAO Meighan Wark dated
February 1, 2023 titled Report to Council: Cannabis Act Information as presented;
AND FURTHER THAT:
The Council of the County of Huron advocate for improvements to the Cannabis Act
and current legislative framework for cannabis in Canada by sending the report titled
Report for Council: Cannabis Act Information, including the correspondence found in
the appendices, to the Western Ontario Warden's Caucus (WOWOC) for discussion and
consideration;
AND FURTHER THAT:
The Council of the County of Huron approve forwarding Call to Action Letters to the
following for support:

e Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
All Municipalities in Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA)
Premier of Ontario
Provincial Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Provincial Minister of Agriculture
Provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Member of Parliament
Federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food

e Federal Minister of Health
CARRIED

The County of Huron calls for a review and amendments to the Cannabis Act and the
current legislative framework for cannabis in Canada.
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To be clear, the County of Huron is not against or opposed to cannabis and we
appreciate the role that both the federal and provincial governments provide in
assisting municipalities. However, when new legislation is implemented, it is often at
the municipal level that the impacts of change can be observed, and notations can be
made for areas of improvement. It is vital that municipal governments pay attention
and provide information and recommendations to higher levels of government so
that continual improvements can be made over time.

It is in this spirit that we provide the following recommendation:

As a municipal government for one of Canada’s most agriculturally productive regions
and a popular tourism destination, we have been in the position to observe the last
several years of legal cannabis production under the Cannabis Act as managed by
Health Canada.

Under the current legislative and regulatory framework, we have observed, and
continue to observe, serious odour impacts on local communities and residents from
cannabis production facilities; including concerns from local medical practitioners
about these impacts. Most often, these odour impacts arise from properties used for
‘The Production of Cannabis for Own Medical Purposes by a Designated Person’.

In our local municipal experience, these facilities are often established without
complying with local municipal zoning and nuisance by-laws, often contain hundreds
of cannabis plants for each of the four assigned individuals, and usually do not include
adequate odour controls to manage impacts on surrounding homes, public facilities,
and the community at large.

To help manage public impacts of cannabis production facilities, we request that all
production Facilities, including facilities used by a designated person to produce
cannabis for an individual's medical purposes, to require confirmation from the local
municipality that the Facility/site selected complies with all local municipal by-laws
and regulations prior to an application being approved by Health Canada. We also
request that Health Canada implement a system of minimum setbacks between
cannabis production facilities and sensitive odour receptors, including homes and
public facilities.

As an agricultural community, we have had extensive experience with the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs' Minimum Distance Separation (MDS)
Formula, an approach which has been used to successfully manage land use conflicts
resulting from odour between livestock facilities and sensitive receptors for almost
50 years. We believe a system based on MDS would be appropriate to manage the



impacts of Health Canada’s approved cannabis facilities, including both licensed
commercial producers and designated growers for individuals.

In conclusion, we strongly recommend Further notice and enhanced consultation with
municipal governments when drafting and implementing legislation and regulations
related to cannabis production, as there is a direct impact on local municipal
operations, local residents, and in some cases, serious issues of non-compliance with
local municipal by-laws.

Sincerely,

/Y

Glen McNeil
Warden, Huron County
On behalf of Huron County Council



