
Firehall Theatre
 Extension Take Two



The Fire Hall of Yesterday



Letter of Support



Let’s Review the Origins of our Request

The Fire Hall is a designated building under the Ontario Heritage.

The building was renamed in 1985 as the Firehall Theatre after a major restoration project by the 
Players to save it. The town showed a great deal of trust in the Players and the partnership 
started with a long term lease. 

The Town of Cobourg has gone to great measures to maintain and preserve the exterior of the 
building and important aspects such heating and electrical work.

The town’s tenant The Northumberland Players has completely renovated the interior to meet its 
theatrical needs. They continue keeping the building clean,safe and up to date. 



There are two capital projects we will need to address in the next few years

The Elevator 

And 

The heating system



The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005

The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) is a law that sets out a process for developing 

and enforcing accessibility standards.

Persons with disabilities and industry representatives work together with the government to develop the 

standards.

Under the AODA, the government is responsible for creating accessibility standards that organizations must 

follow. Implementing and enforcing these standards will help us work together to make Ontario more 

accessible and inclusive by 2025.

 Home Government Accessibility in Ontario

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/05a11
https://www.ontario.ca/page/government-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/government
https://www.ontario.ca/page/accessibility-in-ontario


The Players tackled this idea in 2022







A later idea and plan



Another version with out a basement



Enhancing the Experience

What is the town’s position in helping us find a solution to making the Firehall 
Theatre meet AODA standards on all floors.

Meeting the required standards will enhance our ability to engage a wider audience 
and participant base. At this point the Players recently were able to apply a Trillium 
grant to make the exterior doors and two washrooms accessible. 



Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

Our current Heating system:



One of the boilers is currently

now not working.



Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

Our current Air Conditions systems



A Better Greener Way

 There is a better greener way for the Firehall to maintain heating and cooling.

A geothermal heat pump system using the water table below the parking lot will 
provide a more environmentally friendly alternative to the current system. This will  
allow for the removal of the AC farm on the east side of the building and 
consolidate under a one BAS (Building Automation System). This would have a 
greater long term environmental impact and savings.



The Land

Will the Town allow/permit us to reuse the land? The request is 31 feet deep by 55 
feet wide along with a buffer zone into the west parking lot about 1650 square feet. 
This will repurpose the current loading zone and about four parking spaces.



The Lease 

We wish to remain the Tenant of the building:

To make this feasible we will need to renegotiate our Lease to a longer term that 
works for both parties.

This is about our partnership. In order to raise funds we need a long term lease of 
25 years minimum. 

Partnership also involves the town maintaining the shell of the entire building and 
the Players maintaining the interior.



The Scope

An accessible external elevator along with a updated, greener HVAC system is 
estimated to be over the one million dollar mark. 

Seeing the concept drawing of Market Square and the desire to have a lobby we 
thought; Let’s give the the Northumberland Player and the Town of Cobourg 
something that is accessible, efficient, attractive and respectful of the heritage that 
surrounds the square. For another 1.5 million.



The Leap into the future

Having a dynamic building that ties the Park area to the downtown core will be a 
draw to the area . Not only does it allow The Players to expand programming into 
the main theatre and the reception/small glassed in performance area ,it will be a 
visibly beautiful Performing Arts Building . We could support Performing Arts 
Festivals and attract tourists to the town. This will kickstart the Cultural Plan which 
at this point has not been implemented. 



We humbly suggest to Council that failure to embrace this opportunity to bring 
light, colour, and buzz into the heart of the downtown - in a building made 
accessible to all - would represent a missed opportunity for Cobourg. This view is 
amply supported by both the Chamber of Commerce and the DBIA. The Players 
can, of course, continue to perform and prosper in the Firehall as it currently 
stands but it wants to meet the future head on.  



Asking for Clear Direction

We require an agreement in principle that this Firehall Extension is a viable and desirable project. With this 
in hand we will start our detailed cost analysis and Fundraising phase:

Requirements:

The town agrees to allowing the Players expand the footprint as indicated in the plans. ( Approx. 55’ 
by 31’.)

The building is made totally accessible. 

A long term lease of a minimum of 25 years be negotiated.

We would like to meet and work with the Town on a regular basis to navigate the project and to 
satisfy the needs of both parties.

We can mutually set targets, keep the Town informed and engaged in the project. As tenants this 
collaboration is essential to ensure that both the Town’s needs and ours needs are aligned.



Tour the Firehall

We would like to offer town staff an opportunity to see the Firehall Theatre. 

Some of the staff may have not seen the inside of the building or know what we are all 
about. 

This would be an informal tour of the building and a chance to meet your neighbours.

The timing would be towards the end of January over 
lunchtime and there would be of course some light 
refreshments and snacks on the second floor.



The Firehall of Tomorrow




